PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SERIES: MARKETING BASICS FOR ARTISTS / WEBSITES & BLOGGING
BLOGGING TIPS from Maine based Bloggers
A L L I E M U N I E R’s TOP 5 Blogging Tips /// broke207.com
1.Be yourself. Don't be afraid to be funny, or irreverent, or snarky, or whoever/whatever you authentically are. Internet users are jaded and
have high-level bullshit detectors. If your blog feels like it's trying to be too formal, or fancy, or superior... people might not bother with it.
Dropping f-bombs or making off color jokes may not seem like a great business move, but if it helps communicate to your audience who you
really are (and gives them a real person with whom they feel like they can connect), then you're probably doing it right.
2. Go off-topic. Not everything that you talk about on you blog has to relate directly back to your work/business. As creatives, you are in
many ways your product/brand, and the experiences that you have in the world are as valid to discuss on your blog as the experiences you
have creating/marketing/discussing your art.
3. Become a documentarian. Photos of your creative work are obviously necessary, but photos about your process can in many ways be
more compelling, and help more people connect with what you do. Photograph or video your works in progress, your workspace, and the
people and things that inspire you to make what you make. Give your audience a peek behind the curtain.
4. Support other bloggers/artists. One of the best ways to get people to visit your blog is to visit other blogs and comment. And, I don't mean
a comment about you or spam their pages with your website. Go to the websites of other artists/professionals/people that you enjoy, and
comment on their work, become part of their communities. Over time, you can build mutually beneficial friendships/working relationship
with room for collaborations, link sharing, and social media support (or maybe just meet some awesome people).
5. Don't be afraid to make mistakes. Blogging is meant to be informal and easy. It's not the New York Times, and if you make a grammatical
or spelling error- it isn't the end of the world. Do proofread, but don't get too wound up about making things perfect, because you might lose
a little bit of that earnest freshness (that often comes with misplaced commas or mixed up homophones).
C O R E Y T E M P L E T O N ’s TOP 5 Blogging Tips /// www.portlanddailyphoto.com |www.coreytempleton.com
1. Post Only Quality Posts – Regardless of what your blog is about, you should aim to provide posts that will benefit your readers and
potential reader. If there is only one rule to blogging, it should be this.
2. Post Often - You don’t have to post every day or even every week, but if you are blogging you should try to make a commitment to your
readers to post on regular schedule.
3. Engage Your Readers – Blogging allows you to have an ongoing conversation with your audience. Invite them to interact with the blog
through comments, guest posts, or other new ways that are beneficial to your blog.
4. Be Social – Even introverts such as myself can benefit from social media sites such as Twitter and Facebook. Most blogging platforms
allow you to automatically create a tweet or a wall post automatically when you post on your blog. This is a good way to spread the word,
in addition to old fashioned networking. Depending on your goals, social media can help extend the reach of your blog with minimal effort.
5. Live and Learn – A dozen new blogging platforms and social media sites have probably been founded in the time it took you to read these
five tips. You should always be open to learning new skills and new technologies, but focus on the ones that will bring the most positive
results to your blog and your audience.
S A R A H Y A K A W O N I S’ TOP 5 Blogging Tips /// Yakawonis.blogspot.com | www.yakawonis.com
1. Pictures are super important. They are many peoples introduction to your work so you want the lighting to be perfect and the colors to be
true.
2. Tags are really useful for search. They should be specific to your post. When you write tags think about what people might search for to
find your post.
3. Pitch your blog to art and design sites. These sites will be different depending on your medium is but there are a few things that can help
anyone.
4. Keep your pitch short, mine usually consist of a sentence about why I like their blog and why my work might be a good fit. A sentence
about what makes my work different and innovative. And most importantly links to your blog. A few nice but SMALL images never hurt.
5. There are a few popular art and design sites out there. Definitely pitch to them but don’t hold your breath, they get tons and TONS of
emails every day, and your email is a needle in a haystack.But there is hope! Comb through the posts and look for three magic letters “via”.
Pitch to the via websites, they are often much smaller and get a much smaller amount of emails. Not only increasing your chances for
getting on the via website but the big site as well! Don’t limit you pitches to art and design site. Do you make work with a connection to
science? Pitch to science sites. Pop culture? Pitch to pop culture blogs. Home decor blogs also love to feature artist. Really any site might
from time to time feature art, it classes up the joint.

