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What is a residency? 
 
Residencies are retreats for artists, writers, musicians, and other creative workers.  They 
take place at dedicated centers in both rural and urban settings.  A studio is nearly always 
provided, and living space is quite often included as well.  Today we will go over some 
basic points to distinguish different types of residencies from one another, decide which 
one is right for you, and to find resources for searching out programs.  I will also provide 
a list of websites for notable residencies here and abroad.   
 
Attending an artist’s residency allows you to enter a place whose sole purpose is to 
nurture your creative life.  Residencies are one of the best ways for an artist to connect 
with others, (re)connect with his or her own work, and find a way into a productive studio 
practice that has potentially long-term benefits for the daily life of the studio back home.   
 
When and why might you choose to go to a residency program?  The best time to apply is 
when you have a strong internal motivation to push your working process forward, and 
when you also have a good body of work with which to apply.  Some programs give you 
the time you need to make your work, and some give you the structure of critiques and 
lectures.  All programs take you out of your usual working environment, and this 
disruption of place can be very useful for gaining a new outlook on what you are doing 
with your artwork.  If you are looking for this change in perspective and an increased 
awareness of your artmaking process, you might benefit a great deal from attending a 
residency.  A residency can also be professionally beneficial, in terms of people you meet 
and the prestige that comes with being a part of the history of that program.  It can be a 
great way to prepare for an MFA program, if you are considering one. 
 
Some important points to consider when looking for a residency are the following: 
 

 Type of residency:  Some residencies are set up like retreats, where you 
concentrate on your work in relative solitude and the social atmosphere is 
informal.  Some are set up more like schools, with visiting artists/instructors, 
presentations, studio visits, and/or specific projects.  The very first thing to think 
about is what kind of program you need.  Decide what would be most beneficial 
to your working process at this point, whether you need the added perspective of a 
school-type program or the introspection and space of a retreat-type program.  
The school-type programs often appeal to recent MFA graduates, while the 
retreat-type programs attract a more diverse range in terms of age and career 
level.  Some have the benefit of being very prestigious; however, less well-known 
programs can be just as beneficial to you.   

 
 Length of stay:  At some residencies, you have the option of staying for as little 

as one week.  At others (such as Skowhegan), there is a fixed term of stay.  Again, 



the residencies with a fixed term tend to be of the school variety.  Often, an 
application will give you the chance to offer several potential times during which 
you might like to stay, so flexibility can be important.  Also, some seasons 
(especially summer) are more desired by applicants and therefore more 
competitive to get into.  If you have flexibility regarding what time of year you 
are available, this can be helpful. 

 
 Location and facilities:  Many residency programs are set in peaceful, rural or 

secluded environments, such as the Vermont Studio Center.  Others, such as the 
Core Program in Houston, are in urban locations.  The websites will give a good 
sense of the setting of the individual program.  The studio facilities are usually 
private or semi-private, and the living situations are variable.  If the website is not 
clear about this aspect of the residency, or if you want to make sure that special 
facilities (ie, kilns for ceramics) are available, calling the office of the program is 
always a good idea.  There are very few residencies that offer accommodations 
for families, especially those that include children.  This must be carefully made 
sure of before you make your plans; again, calling the office and asking the 
administration about their policy can be instructive.  If you are looking at 
international locations, make sure of the visa requirements before applying, as this 
can take time.  

 
 Application Requirements:  All programs will ask for work samples, a bio 

and/or resume, and contact information. Many of the retreat-type residencies will 
ask for a project proposal, explaining what you intend to do with your time; you 
should be as specific as possible on this point.  The school-type ones are usually 
based mainly on work and resume.  Both may ask for letters of recommendation, 
so think ahead regarding these.  Generally, you ought to give a month’s notice to 
your recommenders.  One of the nice things about the internet is that most 
applications are now submitted online.  A drawback to digital applications is that 
the requirements for the formatting and naming of your digital slides will pretty 
much be different for each place you apply to.  This is time-consuming and you 
have to be careful to follow the instructions exactly, or they may not be able to 
view your slides.  In most cases, physical slides are no longer accepted.  Also 
keep in mind that most programs require an application fee.     

 
 Cost:  While some are free (even occasionally offering stipends, such as the Levy 

Grants at MacDowell), many residencies—especially the “school” variety—cost 
money.  Figuring out how much the cost might be is important before applying.  
Also, most travel expenses are not reimbursed, and some residencies will require 
a separate fee for room and board.  While this may seem to be getting expensive, 
its value to you as an artist is also important to consider; you may want to see it as 
a small, sensible investment in yourself rather than a costly luxury. 

 
 
 
 



 
Finding your residency 
 
When you have a sense of what kind of program you are interested in, based on the above 
information and your own interests, you can start looking for places to apply to. 
Some programs, such as Yaddo, are very famous and attract applicants from all over the 
world.  They are extremely competitive to be accepted into.  Many programs are less 
well-known, but may provide a wonderful experience as well.  The best-known programs 
attract the most applicants, so applying to a handful of different kinds of programs can be 
helpful in terms of being accepted.  At some places, there are multiple deadlines during a 
calendar year, and at others there is only one deadline available.  The best place to 
research your options is on the internet, and the following websites are very helpful: 
 
http://www.artistcommunities.org/  
http://www.resartis.org/en/ 
 
Both of these sites have a section highlighting “upcoming deadlines”, which is great not 
only in terms of knowing about the upcoming deadlines, but also to just see a list of 
places you haven’t heard of before.  The sites are also searchable by location, discipline, 
etc.  You can also, of course, just use a search engine with terms such as “artist residency 
kansas” to try to find what you are looking for.  Other websites include  
 
http://en.air-j.info/ (for Japanese programs) 
http://www.nyfa.org/ which is geared toward New York artists but has information 
pertinent to others as well.   
http://www.residencyunlimited.org/ also http://www.blouinartinfo.com/ general info 
 
 
Below is a list of websites for many well-known programs, with brief descriptions.  There 
are literally hundreds more to research and choose from.  Remember that a residency is 
about you, and how you choose to use your own time, so find a good sample of places to 
investigate.  Don’t be afraid to contact them with questions.  Good luck to you, and I 
hope you find a productive place to focus on your artwork. 
 
A list of some of the best-known and/or most prestigious: 
 
http://www.skowheganart.org/ (a school-type program in Central Maine) 
http://www.macdowellcolony.org/ (a retreat-type program in New Hampshire) 
http://www.vermontstudiocenter.org/ (a school-type program in Vermont) 
http://aarome.org/ (retreat/research program in Rome; year-long) 
 http://www.fawc.org/index.php (a school-type program in Cape Cod; year-long) 
http://www.yaddo.org/ (a retreat-type program in upstate New York) 
 
Also prestigious: 
 
http://www.penland.org/ (a school-type program in North Carolina focusing on crafts) 



http://www.ox-bow.org/ (a school-type program in Michigan) 
http://www.de-ateliers.nl/en/ (a school-type program in Holland; age restriction) 
http://www.bemiscenter.org/ (a retreat-type program in Omaha, Nebraska) 
http://www.banffcentre.ca/va/programs/ (school- and retreat-types available in Alberta) 
http://www.raumars.org/index.php?lang=en&artist=&id=&pic=&kuvateksti_fi=&kuvate
ksti_en=  (a project-based program in Finland) 
http://www.andersonranch.org/ (school- and retreat-types available in Colorado) 
http://www.millaycolony.org/  (a retreat-type program in upstate New York) 
http://www.mfah.org/fellowships/core-program/ (a school-type program in Houston)  
 
 
Other (I am not quite as familiar with these programs, but they are well-regarded) 
 
http://18thstreet.org/ (in Santa Monica) 
http://www.artomi.org/ (in upstate New York) 
http://www.contemprints.org/ (printmaking in Connecticut) 
http://www.atlanticcenterforthearts.org/ (in Florida) 
http://www.chinati.org/ (in Marfa, Texas...connected w/ Judd Foundation) 
http://www.albeefoundation.org/ (on the seaside of Long Island) 
http://eyebeam.org/programs/residencies (in New York) 
http://www.fireislandartistresidency.org/ (must be part of LBGT community) 
http://www.makcenter.org/MAK_Residency_Program.php?section=2 (in Los Angeles) 
http://www.nps.gov/index.htm (through National Parks Service) 
http://www.studiomuseum.org/learn/artist-in-residence (must be of Latino or African-
American background) 
http://www.lmcc.net/residencies/swingspace (in New York) 
http://smackmellon.org/index.php/contact/how_to_apply/ (in New York) 
http://www.cpw.org/AIR/main/main.html (in Woodstock, NY) 
http://www.rair.org/ (in Roswell, NM) 
http://artfarmnebraska.org/ (outdoor experience in Nebraska) 
http://www.jmkac.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=53&Itemid=60 
(at a faucet-making factory) 
http://www.csw.art.pl/index.php?action=aktualnosci&s2=1&id=172&lang=eng (in a 
Polish castle) 
http://www.jpf.go.jp/e/about/citizen/03/chiiki03.html (papermaking in Japan) 
 
There are hundreds more wonderful places across the country and overseas… 
 
Maine Based (there are even more in Maine…see what you can find): 
 
http://www.skowheganart.org/ (a school-type program in Central Maine) 
http://monheganartistsresidency.org/ (a retreat-type program on Monhegan Island) 
http://www.easternfrontier.com/about.html (retreat-type program Downeast) 
http://seapointresidency.com/the-residency/ ((retreat-type program in Kittery) 
 


